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1.1 

Building a Community 

 

Goal:  Students will define community and create a map of a community including services, recreation 

areas, homes, stores, and other important locations. 

 

Materials:  post-it notes/pencils 

   large drawing paper 

 markers/crayons 

        directions with checklist (folded or sealed for mystery!) 

 

Introduction:  

 Ask “What words or phrases come to mind when you hear the word ‘community’?”  

● Allow time for students to think of and record their words on a separate post-it notes.  

● Organize the post-it notes at the front of the room, grouping similar words or phrases. 

● Ask students to use those words to suggest a definition for “community.” Combine students 
definitions into one that you can agree on.  

● Write it on a poster to display in your classroom. 
 

Lesson: 

Explain that communities provide many things for the people living in them.   

Today’s challenge will be to work in a group to create a new community that includes many locations to 

provide housing, food, services, etc.    

● Divide students into groups of 3-4 and distribute large paper and drawing supplies. 

● Each group will be given a set of directions including a list of what must be included in their 

community...describe the list, but do not pass it out yet! 

● Explain that to complete a map of their new community in the allowed time (make it a 

challenge...set a timer!) they will have to make a plan to divide up the work (drawing) while 

making sure everything fits on the map.  (Hint: a good starting point is making a road(s) and 

“building” next to it.)   

● Be clear that maps will be shared, neatness counts, and everything must be included before 

time is up!  

● Distribute the sealed notes with the checklist and allow for plenty of work time.   

● Monitor groups to be sure they are understanding the list and working together.  

● If time allows, other details may certainly be added to the maps! 

 

Sharing: 

When time is up, have the groups present their map. 

● Ask the group to share their community’s name and a few of the places they included.   

● To keep it moving, it may help to ask each member to share one random place which you call 

out from the list. 

● Celebrate creative ideas and work well done!! 

KEEP THE MAPS!! They will be used in the next lesson. 

 

 

 

 



Building a Community 

 

Your job today is to plan a new community. Before you start 

drawing your map, read the list of places and make a plan to 

split up the work.  Keep track of what has been done and 

watch the clock.  Can you build a beautiful new community 

before time is up?? 

 

Your new community must have: 

❏ 2 places to live 

❏ 2 places to get food 

❏ 1 place to get something fixed 

❏ 1 place to play 

❏ 1 place to learn 

❏ 2 places to shop 

❏ 1 place to get medicine 

❏ 1 place to get money 

❏ 1 place for safety or help 

❏ The name of your community on a fancy sign 

 

Hint….it’s a good idea to start with a road...or roads...and build 

around them! 

 

Have Fun! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1.2 

Something Beautiful 

 

Goal: Students will identify beautiful things (assets and strengths) in their communities and write a 

poem about their something beautiful. 

 

Materials:   maps from previous lesson 

      book: Something Beautiful by Sharon Dennis Wyeth 

  poetry worksheet  

  pencils/crayons 

   

Introduction:  

Read Something Beautiful aloud to the group. 

● Discuss after reading 

○ Why was the girl looking for something beautiful? (Mommy said everyone should have 

something beautiful in their life.)(She was discouraged by the negative things she was 

seeing around her neighborhood) 

○ What is beautiful? (from the book…”something that when you have it your heart is 

happy”) 

○ Can a place be a something beautiful?  Can a person be a something beautiful? 

○ How did finding the beautiful things help the girl? 

Lesson: 

Revisit the maps created in the previous lesson.  Can we find Something Beautiful? 

● Start a discussion on all the “something beautiful” included in the map communities. Keep a list 

on chart paper or whiteboard of the responses. 

● Make comparisons to the student’s own community. 

● Did they include places and things that they are familiar with/actually have in their 

neighborhoods? Or did they include things they wish they had? 

● Add places/people/things from the real neighborhood to the list 

 

Model writing a My Something Beautiful poem or display the sample poem. 

● Ask the students to think of their own Something Beautiful and write a poem about it. 

● This activity works best with a PLACE, but it could be adapted for writing about a person. 

● Follow the format as listed on the handout...depending on your group this could be done 

independently or you may have to lead them through it line by line.  Don’t forget...it’s 

poetry...anything goes. 

● There is room at the top of the handout for an illustration if time allows. 

 

Sharing: 

● Ask for volunteers or choose a few poems to share aloud with the group. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sample My Something Beautiful Poems 
 

 

Corner Store 

Next to the laundromat 

Hungry kids and busy moms 

All day and all night 

Buying snacks and milk 

To fill empty stomachs 

Corner store 
 

 

Playground 

Behind the school 

Lots and lots of kids 

When it is sunny 

Sliding and hanging and climbing 

To have fun 

Playground 
 

 

Crossing Guard 

On the street 

Little kids and old ladies 

Before and after school 

Getting us from corner to corner 

Keeping everyone safe 

Crossing Guard 
 

 

 



 

My Something Beautiful 

 

 

 

 

 

What is it? (name)                    ___________________________________________________ 

 

 

Where is it?                            ____________________________________________________ 

 

 

Who goes there?                     ____________________________________________________ 

 

 

When?                                   ____________________________________________________ 

 

 

Why?                                     ____________________________________________________ 

 

 

What is it? (again)                   ____________________________________________________ 

 



1.3 

What’s NOT Working? 

The Power to Change 

 

Goal: Students will reflect on their own community and determine what they see as problems 

 

Materials:  maps from the first session 

       scrap paper/pencils 

       chart paper/board 

   

Introduction: 

Revisit the maps from the first activity again. 

● Review how in the last session the focus was on the positive features of their real and imagined 

communities. 

● Find a few locations on the student maps that are NOT a reality in the group’s neighborhood...a 

water park, a theme park, arcade, etc.   

● Are there things on the maps that the group wishes they had more of?   

● Are there things in their real communities that are not so good or that wouldn’t have 

been nice to add to the maps?  What’s missing and why didn’t they include those things? 

Scary, dangerous, ugly things…. 

 

Lesson: 

As the ideas start to flow, have small groups get together and start a list of What’s Not Working in their 

real community.  

● Define What’s Not Working as problems with  

○ behavior, safety, appearance, availability of services 

○ or any other problems that make their community less than perfect.  Anything goes on 

these lists. 

Ask the groups to share their ideas while you compile a master list on large paper (you will need it 

again later…)   

● As each group shares, add new ideas to the list and add checks after ideas that are being 

repeated often.   

 

So what can we do about it?  Do we have any power to change? 

● Refer back to the girl in Something Beautiful...she felt powerful when she washed her front 

door.  A small change that helped her community look better.  

 

Sharing: 

Read the story Four People (on the following page).  Who do we want to be? We all have the power to 

do something….but we need to take action! We can do our part to help our community. 

This will be our focus...what will we use our power to do?? 

 



 

Four People 

 

This is a story about four people named Everybody, 

Somebody, Anybody, and Nobody. 

 

There was an important job to be done and Everybody was 

sure that Somebody would do it. 

 

Anybody could have done it, but Nobody did it. 

 

Somebody got angry about that because it was Everybody’s 

job. 

 

Everybody thought Anybody could do it, but Nobody realized 

that and Everybody wouldn’t do it. 

 

It ended up that Everybody blamed Somebody when Nobody 

did what Anybody could have! 

 
 



 

1.4 

How Can We Fix It? 

 

Goal: Students will consider community issues and explore types of service learning.   

 

Materials:  the list of issues from last session 

       Maybe Something Beautiful by F. Isabel Campoy and Theresa Howell  

      chart paper/marker 

 

Introduction: 

Read Maybe Something Beautiful 

● Discuss how the girl and the artist (and eventually a lot of people) used their power to make a 

change in the neighborhood. 

● Relate this girl’s story to the Something Beautiful girl who also wanted better things in her 

community and did something to start the change. 

● This book is based on real events in San Diego. Photos in the back show residents making 

change! 

● The story can also be related to the Four People story...Everybody was doing something! 

 

Lesson: 

Review the last session’s list of things that are not working in their community.   

● How can we make a change?? Can we fix any of these problems? 

● Explain that the goal for the day is to learn about the four types of action (awareness, service, 

advocacy, philanthropy) and how we use them to make change happen.   

● Post a blank chart paper divided into 4 sections with headings, but no definitions. 

○ See model on following page 

● Box by box, fill in the definitions (use the model on the following page) while discussing 

examples and relevant ideas about each type of action 

○ Activity Option 1:  Show pictures of the “kids in action” and have the group help you 

identify them as one...or possibly more...types of action from the chart. 

○ Activity Option 2:  Pass the pictures to small groups and allow time for them to discuss 

and identify the type of service learning being shown.  Have small  groups present their 

pictures and see if the entire group agrees with their idea. 

○ Activity Option 3:  Game Show!  Split the group into teams of 3-4.  Show the pictures 

and have each group secretly write the word/type of action that they feels matches the 

picture.  Award points for correct...or well justified...answers.   

 

 

Sharing: Congratulate everyone on working hard and being on their way to making a difference in their 

community. 

 



 

 

Awareness 
 

Share information 
and teach others to 
positively change 
people’s behavior. 

(Educate) 

Service 
 

Use your time and 
talents to help in 
your community. 

(Volunteer) 

Advocacy 
 

Speak out and 
persuade others to 
change policies or 

laws. 
(Advocate) 

Philanthropy 
 

Collect and give 
financial support. 

(Give) 



Service Learning Looks Like….. 
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  



1.5 

How Can We Fix It?/Decision Day 

 

Goal: Students will consider community issues, review 4 types of service learning action and select a 

project topic. 

 

Materials:   4 Actions chart from previous lesson 

the list of issues from 1.3 

            chart paper/marker 

 

Introduction: 

Review the chart and definitions of 4 types of service learning action.  (POSSIBLE ACTIVITY: READ A 

PROVIDED PICTURE BOOK AND IDENTIFY THE SERVICE ACTIONS BEING TAKEN IN THE 

STORY) 

 

Lesson:  Refer back to the community maps and the list of What’s Not Working.  Now is the time to 

choose an issue and think of a solution that would bring awareness or help make the community better 

by helping with that problem. 

 

BREATHE IN PROBLEMS/BREATHE OUT SOLUTIONS 

● Have everyone pretend to hold an extremely hot cup of hot cocoa.  Breathe in deeply to smell 

the chocolatey goodness...breathe out to cool it off. 

● What if we could breathe in problems...and breathe out solutions? 

● Choose an issue from the list of What’s Not Working… 

○ Breathe in garbage and litter/breathe out a park cleanup day 

○ Breathe in homelessness/breathe out supporting a local shelter 

○ Breathe in hungry kids/breathe out a food drive 

 Help create a list of “solutions” that correspond with the What’s Not Working list.  Don’t get too 

detailed...just basic ideas and/or other organizations that help the same cause that the group could 

support as well. 

 

Sharing: 

CAST YOUR VOTE! 

● Have a heads down/hands up vote on what problem/solution the group would like to select as 

the focus of their work for the rest of the spring semester.  Celebrate the choice! 

 

**In the next session the group will be “making a plan” for the project, but it may be best if you come 

prepared with ideas, resources, dates for events or other details that may help things go smoothly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2.1 

Research Day  

 

Goal:  Students will use online or printed materials to research the topic or organization they are going 

to support in their project. 

 

Materials:   Pencils 

Scavenger Hunt worksheets 

Computers with internet OR printouts with information on your issue. 

 

*Note: this lesson requires some prep work for the coach. You will need to either find child-appropriate 

websites with information on your topic, or bring in some printed materials. You may also want to look 

for local or national organizations that are working on this issue and have information about their 

programs online. Please contact America SCORES staff if you need help with this 

 

Introduction: By now your group has chosen a topic to focus on for their project.  If your project 

supports a certain organization (donations to a food bank, penny drive for an animal shelter) find the 

website of that organization and be prepared to lead kids to it.  If your topic is more general (a book 

buddy program to promote literacy, a poster campaign to promote physical fitness) find some websites 

that provide statistics and information on the topic at an age appropriate level. 

● Have a conversation with the group about being informed about their topic.  They may think they 

know that “littering is bad”, but they will need some fact, statistics, and other information to 

support that statement. 

● Ask for ideas where to find facts about the topic….books, pamphlets, internet… 

● Explain that they will be using computers/printouts to find out more about their topic and 

approaching it as a scavenger hunt. 

 

Lesson:    

● Show the scavenger hunt paper.  Review all the parts and information that the group is 

expected to find.  Make it clear that the form is not created specifically for this website or 

handout and there might be things they cannot find. 

● Model how to locate a key piece of information and record it on the paper.   

● Distribute materials or log onto computers and give plenty of time to work 

● Small groups working together starts the feel of this being a team effort.  Group size may 

depend on the number of resources/computers available to use. 

 

Sharing: 

● As this will be a 2 day lesson, use this time to assess what difficulties the group has had.  

Decide if some parts can be crossed off or what can be found in a different source the next day. 

 



 

Research Scavenger Hunt 

1. What issue is your team 
working on? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Who does your issue effect? 3. How many people does your 
issue effect? 

4. Where is your issue a problem? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. What is a statistic or a number 
that tells about your issue? 

6. What is another statistic or a 
number that tells about your 
issue? 

7. Can you find an organization 
that helps with your issue? What is 
it called? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8. What does that organization do 
to help people? 

9. Can you volunteer with the 
organization? 
                                Y/N 
Do they have a wish list? 
                                Y/N 
 
Name 3 things on the wish list: 

Add your own question here: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 

 

2.2 

Research 2 

 

Goal:  Students will use online or printed materials to research the topic or organization they are going 

to support in their project. 

 

Materials:   Same as day one to continue research OR 

  New materials that support the project  

 

Introduction: Review the scavenger hunt from the day before.  If the group was successful and 

completed most of the scavenger hunt, introduce new sources or sites to visit. (If the Food Bank 

website work is done, locate general sites on hunger or nutrition or other aspects of food donation).  

Provide blank paper for collecting more information if the scavenger hunt is complete 

 

Lesson:  Provide more time for researching the topic but leave plenty of time for sharing out 

information that the group has collected. 

● Make a large chart of statistics and other facts as the group shares them that may be used in 

later projects.  

● If you have time, identify facts/ideas that seem most impactful that the group will agree to 

highlight in their projects. 

 

Sharing:  Preview how the research will be applied to the projects that the group will be doing in future 

sessions.  Congratulate them on finding so much useful information and build excitement for starting to 

move forward with the project. 

 

 

 



 

3.1 

Making an Action Plan 

 

Goal:  Students will work together to complete an action plan for the service project. 

 

Materials:  chart paper/markers 

       Action plan handouts...or a large version to display 

 

It would help to have already thought out some of the logistics of this project and as the topics 

come up be prepared to “suggest” the idea! Dates, locations, etc…   Also it may be helpful to 

read through the lessons included for the project work days and look for those you feel would 

be appropriate for your group/project and be ready to suggest them. 

 

Introduction:   

Review the selected topic and project voted on the last session.   

● Show a lot of enthusiasm to get everyone on board!   

● Start a discussion on how a simple idea may actually be more complicated than it 

seems...supplies, participants, a date, locations….there is a lot to be decided and planned for! 

● Use the example of a birthday party. What needs to be done before the fun starts? 

● What will WE need to do to spread our message/help our cause/complete our project? 

 

Lesson:   

Review the 4 Types of Service Action poster. Which will the group be choosing?? 

 

Fill out the Team Project Action Plan 

● Work together to decide who will do what jobs, when does it need to be done and what will they 

need. 

● Depending on the ideas and topic your group has chosen, this can take many different forms... 

small groups, large group, individual projects or a nice mix of them all. 

● Once a job has been decided, brainstorm all the “little things” that will be needed to complete 

the task...art supplies, computer, books…. 

● Ask questions and let the group develop answers...leading them in the direction you need to go 

if necessary!  

 

Sharing: 

Review the Action Plan and remind everyone how a team needs to work together.  Everyone is 

responsible for some part of making this project a success...don’t let your team down! 

 

 



 

SAMPLE Team Project Action Plan 
 

Project Title:   Pennies For Puppies   

 

Project Goal: Collect and Give Financial Support to the 

Humane Society 

 

Project Plan: 

What Job? Who? By When? What do we 
need? 

research Everyone Week 3 Pencils, Computers, 
Scavenger Hunt sheet 

Discuss research 
Create Project Teams 

Everyone Week 4 Chart  paper 
Pencils/markers 
Every student needs project 
plan to complete and put in 
folder 

Promote project Flyer team 
Poster team 
Skit team 
Letter team 

Week 5 Poster paper 
Notebook paper 
Computer 
Art supplies 

Promote Project 
 
 
Field Trip/Speaker 

Fundraiser team 
PSA team 
Petition team 

Week 6 Art Supplies 
 

Field Trip/Speaker 
 
Jamboree Prep 

Everyone Week 7  Tri-fold 
Art Supplies 

Wish & Promise 
Reflection 
Celebrate 

Everyone Week 8 Wish & Promise template 



 

Team Project Action Plan 
 

Project Title____________________________________ 

 

Project Goal____________________________________ 

 

Project Plan: 

What Job? Who? By When? What do we 
need? 

     
 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    



 

Section 3 

Choose Your Own Adventure/Work Days 

 

The following lessons are not meant to be presented or taught sequentially.  Instead, look ahead and 

find the lessons that are most appropriate for your group and your project. You have the freedom to 

choose as few or as many as you would like.  Consider your group’s resources, strengths, interests, 

and personalities as well as your project’s desired outcome when selecting activities. If new ideas seem 

right, important, or opportune at any point, feel free to change your action plan to incorporate them.  

 

This is also a good time to stress teamwork!  Activities can be done individually, in small groups or as a 

large group.  Grouping your team by strengths or interests may encourage new partnerships and have 

surprising results. 

 

Be sure to keep an eye on the calendar and account for work days spent on trips/speakers.  It is best to 

have a plan in mind for how much time should be dedicated to each activity.  Based on your knowledge 

of the group and your comfort level, you may want to have groups all working on one type of activity at 

a time or have several small groups doing different activities throughout the work day period.  You will 

need 4 days after this section for a day of action and some final lessons (DAYS 17-20) 

 

The following pages contain lessons for: 

 

Letter Writing 

Petition 

PSA Video 

Poster 

Survey 

Skit 

Preparing for a guest speaker/field trip 

 



 

Letter Writing 

 

Goal: Students will use letter writing as a means to help further the service project. 

 

Materials: lined paper 

       Pencils 

       envelopes 

       (or use computers/printers if possible) 

       Large chart paper or board 

 

Introduction: 

Review the differences of a friendly letter and a business letter. 

●  Discuss the differences in purpose and form. Show samples if possible.  

● Which would you send to your cousin who moved away? 

● Which would you write to tell a company you were unhappy with your new shoes? 

● Model writing a business letter about those bad shoes where everyone can see. 

● Be sure to have the class identify the address of where you are writing from. 

 

Lesson: 

Discuss how a letter written to the right person might be helpful for the group’s service project.  

● Does the group need supplies from someone?  

● Do you want to invite someone to attend an event?   

● Do you want to make someone aware of the problem you are addressing? 

○ Who is the appropriate person to tell of the problem? School principal, mayor, alderman, 

congressman?   

● Any and all ideas that apply to the topic the group has chosen will work.   

Allow time for students to write letters/ (individually or with a partner) to the appropriate recipient. 

● Different groups can write to different people.   

● Remind writers to use information from the research days when appropriate. 

● Remind them that the appearance of the letter should reflect the seriousness of their 

mission...spelling, neatness, and clarity all count!  

● Monitor the work and help keep the letters appropriate and legible! 

 

ON THE SECOND DAY….if necessary...finish composing, editing, and rewriting for neatness 

 

**If it is possible/necessary...have envelopes and addresses ready if you know letters will be sent.  

Even if it’s not through the mail, the principal and other “in house” recipients could get their letters in an 

addressed envelope. 

 

Sharing: 

Have different group members/teams share their letter and what they hope to accomplish by writing it. 

 





 



 

Petition Writing 

 

Goal:  Students will create and circulate a petition that gathers support for their project. 

 

Materials:  paper 

              pencil 

 

Introduction: Define petition to the group.  “A petition is a letter to an authority making a request or 

calling for action.” When people sign your petition it shows that they support your idea and may cause 

the authority to make change.”   

● Explain that if the group would like to start a petition, they need to think about these two 

important questions: 

○ Who are we petitioning? (sending this to) 

○ What are we asking for? 

● Make sure the group understands that they need to ask the appropriate person/group to do 

something that they are actually capable of doing. 

 

Lesson: The first lines on your petition should be a clear explanation of what you are asking for.  Work 

as a group to create this statement. 

● Identify yourselves and your goal or request. 

● Use WE to include the SCORES group as well as the people who will sign. 

● Include statistics and information from research day to support your cause. 

The closing lines should repeat the goal or request and name the person/group that will be receiving 

the petition. 

 

Agree on a format for collecting signatures...lines, boxes, etc…   

 

Decide as a group who you are going to ask to sign the petition and how it can be done.  When and 

where can you collect signatures? What arrangements need to be made to do this? Who will do it? 

● Model and practice how to approach someone and explain the petition vs demanding signatures 

without conversation. 

 

Sharing: 

● Read the petition aloud to the group and make any final changes.  

● Finalize details like number of copies to make and how it will be circulated. 

 

 

 



 

Example Petition: 

 



 

 

Make a PSA-style Team Video!  

(Two day project) 

 

Goal:  Students will use the research they have done [on day # ?] to create a PSA-style video as a 

team. Students will be able to gain confidence publicly speaking and expressing their ideas through 

acting as a medium of a communication. Students will collaborate on a group project.  

 

Materials:   

● Large sheets of paper  

● Writing paper  

● Pencils, markers/ crayons 

● Any written research from the research day  

● A recording device, such as a camera, or a phone or tablet with enough space for multiple 

videos 

 

Introduction:  

● Review the information from the research day. Ask the students to go over it and highlight the 

facts they think are the most important; facts about their project they would want people to 

know.   

 

Lesson: 

● Ask the students to share the facts they think are the most important. Write them down on an 

available board (abbreviate for space if needed).  

● Ask students to view the facts on the board and start organizing! Group facts according to what 

students would want in the beginning, middle, and end of the video.  

● Once facts are organized, have students create “storyboards” in groups, on the large blank 

sheets of paper. 

○ Explain that the storyboards will help students craft what they want to do for when they 

begin acting out the script.  

○ Group students into three groups (as close as possible based on team size) and assign 

them to the beginning, middle, and end of the video for their storyboard creation.  



 
● Groups will share their posters, and the team will give constructive feedback on them. After 

each group shares, keep the posters and explain the next session will be used for filming! 

Brainstorm what students want the video to look like together before the next session.  

● Keep the students in the same groups. Students will use their writing paper to begin writing 

ideas down for a basic acting script to write on the posters for the next session (or that session, 

if there’s time).  

● Ask students if they’d like to wear any special clothes or make props for the video that are 

school appropriate. Remind them to bring any extra materials for the next writing session.  

 

 

 

 

Day #2: Cue Cards and Filming! 

 



● Jump right in when practice begins. Have students (or help students) write a short script or cue 

cards on the back of the posters, using their facts as the basis. Review the storyboards and get 

set up for filming. Ask the team if there’s any specific locations they’d like to film in (that are on 

school grounds) and make sure you keep an eye on the time to get all locations in.  

● Explain that each group will have specific jobs when the others are filming, and it’s important to 

stay quiet so any background noise doesn’t interfere with the video. 

○ Have all three groups interchange job duties: holding cue cards and reviewing video.  

○ Assign students to say: 

■ “Quiet on set!” 

■ “Action!” 

■ “Cut!”  

○ Film until you and the students are happy with the scenes!  

 

Notes for Coaches 

● It may take a full practice to two full practices to get all the video footage needed 

(sometimes, giggles happen or lines are missed. That’s okay!) 

● There’s lots of great apps for video editing that are free and available online or for 

phones. Video editing will take some time on your end, but your students will love the 

final product.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Creating Posters 

 

Goal:  Students will be able to get their message/purpose across by creating posters with clear visuals. 

(This could also be adapted for flyers, bookmarks, bulletin boards or other displays.) 

 

Materials:   

 Poster board 

 Markers 

 Pencils 

 Optional: Print outs of sample posters, post it notes 

  

Introduction: Review sample posters, have students comment on qualities of good posters.  

● Show sample posters (below) to students using a projector or print out for students to gallery 

walk.  

○ Some discussion points: 

■ Are the words clear?  

■ Can you understand the message?  

■ Is the visual clear? 

■ What are important things that need to be in a poster?  

Lesson: 

● Discuss what your message/purpose is: 

○ Are you trying to advertise for an event?  

○ Are you trying to raise awareness?  

○ Are you trying to change people’s minds?  

● Discuss as a team if you want to have a standard tagline or slogan (if students are having 

trouble, give examples of common advertising slogans. “If you see something, say something”, 

“Once you pop, you can’t stop”) 

● If possible write on a white board or chart paper the key information that needs to be included 

on the poster.  

● Review the discussion points from the introduction on what makes a good poster.  

● Allow students to work in groups to create DRAFT posters.  

● If time, have groups edit other groups drafts before allowing them to create the final draft (final 

drafts may need to be completed on a second day of programing).  

○ It is also a good idea to look over the draft posters yourself before having students 

create the final posters.   

Sharing: 

● Have students do a gallery walk of the different posters. Students can give verbal feedback at 

the end of the gallery walk, or they can use post-its to give silent feedback.  

● Have students discuss where the posters should be hung in your school.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Poster 1: 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Poster 2: 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Poster 3: 

 

 

 
 

 

 



Poster 4: 

 

 

 



Creating a Survey 

 

Goal:  Students will create a survey to collect information. 

(This activity is best done early in the work days period so the data collected can be used to enhance 

other activities.) 

 

Materials: paper 

pencils 

poster board 

markers 

   

 

Introduction: Introduce the concept of a survey as a way to gather information with the purpose of 

showing awareness of the group’s chosen topic or support for their project.  

● Expand the definition to include 3 types of surveys 

○ Awareness… “Did you know…”    

○ Information… “How many…” 

○ Opinion… “Do you agree...” 

If time allows, take a quick survey of the group modeling one type of survey. 

● Explain that after giving a survey, the information should be studied and displayed as a way of 

adding to their larger group service project. Results could be added to poster, speech, letter, 

etc. 

 

Lesson:  Display the chart showing three types of surveys and the sample questions/statements that 

go with each.  Discuss which type best fits and decide as a group which kind of survey to create. 

● Create 2-4 statements or questions for the survey. 

● Decide on appropriate response choices (yes/no   agree/disagree   numbers) 

● How will the survey be given? Photocopied and handed out or verbally with someone tallying 

responses? 

● Who will be asked to take the survey and when will it be given? 

 

When the group has worked out a plan, assign the tasks (writing the final survey and giving the survey) 

and set a  date to have the data collection done. Don’t forget to allow time for creating a display of the 

results within your “work days” window.  

 

Sharing: 

● Review the plan and remind everyone that when data is collected it will need to be changed into 

some type of visual format.  Bar Graphs, pictographs, tally marks, circle graphs (tough!) all 

make for effective ways to share what they learned. 



 

Surveys 

(Based on a Physical Activity Service Project) 

 

 

 purpose question starters answer choices 

 
 
 
 

Opinion 

 
 
 
To gather opinions about 

an issue. 

Do you think students 
at our school should 
have 2 recesses? 
 
Do you believe our 
school needs a new 
playground? 

 
 

yes/no 
agree/disagree 

 

 
 
 
 

Information 

 
 
 
To gather information to 

support your 
issue/project 

How many days a 
week do you play 
outside after school? 
 
Do you exercise with 
your family? 
 
What do you do at 
recess? 

 
 

Multiple choice 
yes/no 

agree/disagree 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Awareness 

 
 
 
To find out if people are 

aware of an issue. 

Have you heard that 
one out of three kids in 
America is overweight? 
 
Did you know that 
kids need one hour of 
physical activity a day? 
 

 
 
 

yes/no 

 

 



Preparing for a Speaker 

or 

Preparing for a Trip 

 

Goal:  To prepare the group with learning objectives and/or behavior expectations when hosting a 

speaker or visiting an offsite location. 

 

Materials: notecards 

 

Introduction:   

Discuss with the group the event that will be occurring at the next session.   

● Explain how that event is relevant to the group’s desired outcome of their service project. 

● Are they hoping to learn, to observe,  or to experience something that will help them? 

● How can we get the most out of this experience? 

 

Lesson: 

Before a speaker comes:   

● Give a brief explanation of the guest speaker and what she/he will be speaking about.   

● Why is that person going to be helpful to the project?  

● What can we learn or use by listening to this person?   

● Have the group discuss this and use the ideas to generate some questions they might want to 

ask the speaker.    

● Allow time for small groups to brainstorm more questions and write them on notecards.   

● Collect the cards to be used the when the speaker is there. You may want to read through them 

to check for duplicates and appropriateness. 

 

Before taking a field trip:   

● Explain where the group will be going and any other important information about the trip.   

● Discuss the purpose for the trip as it relates to the service project 

● What should the group be looking for, hoping to learn, or collect from the experience?  

● Use this time to prepare materials, questions, or anything else relevant to the specific site you 

are visiting.    

● Set guidelines for behavior and what the group is responsible for knowing by the end of the 

experience.  

 

Sharing: 

Review the ideas/expectations discussed in the lesson. 

Review any important information or details about the speaker or trip that the group needs to know. 

 

If there is time left after the speaker/trip….thank you notes or written reflections are always a 

good idea. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Creating a Skit 

 

Goal:  Students will work together to develop a story and characters that deliver a message related to 

their service project. They will create dialogue and assign roles for team members to play in the skit. 

 

Materials:   

● Journals & writing supplies 

● Storyboard template or extra paper 

 

Introduction:  

To kick start the conversation about your team’s skit, have students write 2-4 sentences about what 
they think the message of the skit should be and why it is important to their service project.  

● Do they think that the skit should be serious, funny, persuasive, informative?  
● What is the theme?  
● Is it telling a story or more of a commercial? 

Move students into groups of 3-4 and have them take turns sharing their ideas.  Each group should 
select one member to share out their favorite ideas with the rest of the team. Once everyone has 
shared, you can decide whether it makes sense to keep students in smaller groups to create their skits, 
or if some of the groups should combine. 
 

Lesson:  Developing the idea- creating characters, storyboards and dialogue 

● Have the team or groups think about what the setting for the skit will be as well as where and 
when it will be performed. Keep in mind that the setting should make sense within the context 
of the overall message and mood of the skit. 

● The next step is to create characters. Questions to ask: How many characters does the story 
need? What types of personalities do they have? What role do they play in telling the story and 
communicating the message? What are their names? 

● Have them brainstorm a list of things that they think each of the characters would say. 
● Once they have a list they can use the attached storyboard template to draw the characters and 

images for each of the scenes in the skit along with a brief description of what is happening in 
each part of the story. Check the storyboards to make sure that they all work together to 
convey the message and mood of the skit. 

● Once the storyboards are completed they should pull out a lined piece of paper and create the 
dialogue for each of the storyboard boxes. Encourage students to refer back to their brainstorm 
list for ideas about what each of the characters might say. If you find that students are 
struggling with creating dialogue, you can use movie references and point out the way that the 
characters spoke to one another. 

● When the dialogue is complete, each group should decide who will play each of the roles and 
practice reading through the lines and acting out the scenes from their storyboards.  

 

 

Sharing: 

● Have groups that are ready present their skit to the rest of the team.   
● Decide what other audiences would be appropriate for the skit or if it should be recorded and 

shared with anyone. 
 





 

Power of Change Day of Action!! 

(This lesson can be moved to whatever fits your group’s plan.) 

 

Goal: Students will participate in an activity that supports their community service project plan. 

 

 

 

Enjoy!! 

 

 

Take lots of pictures and keep artifacts of the experience. 

 

 



 

4.1 

Reflection 

 

Goal:  Students will write reflections on their Day of Action. 

 

Materials: lined paper 

       pencils 

 

Introduction:  

Have a discussion about the Day of Action and congratulate the team for what they did to make it 

possible. 

● Discuss the Power of Change...what did they do? 

● Relate back to the Four People story...Everybody did something 

● Ask for students to share what they thought of the experience. 

 

Lesson: 

Ask the group to think about the TV news. 

● Is it mostly good or bad? What do we like to see on TV? 

● What if a reporter had come to observe our Day of Action? 

● What would they have seen and shared with the city on the nightly news? 

 

Ask the group to write news articles that outline the event they participated in (or the concept of their 

project) in such a way that it could be a feature story on the news! 

● Do your best reporter imitation to demonstrate the style of informational writing/speaking. 

● It helps to use the Ws!!  Who What Where When Why ….and How. 

● This could be done in pairs/small groups. 

 

 

Sharing: 

Have volunteers come up and “report” on the day by reading what they have written. 

 

 



 

4.2 

A Wish and a Promise 

 

Goal:  Students will consider their community and their impact in it. 

 

Materials: A Wish and a Promise handouts 

       pencils/crayons 

 

Introduction:  

Begin a discussion on the Power of Change and how it felt to be part of a project that made a small 

step to make the community a better place. 

● Acknowledge that it’s OK to make small steps and help other organizations...it takes a lot of  

“small steps” to tackle a big problem. 

● Are there still more things to do around the community?  YES! 

● Refer to the original list of What’s Not Working/Breathe in & Out from lessons 3 and 4. 

 

Lesson: 

Ask the group to think about all the NOT WORKING issues still out there in the community 

● What if we had the power to fix them all?   

● A magic wish that could end hunger, give everyone a home, clean up the streets… 

● But if we don’t get a magic wish, what could we promise to do? 

● Donate food, donate clothes we’ve outgrown, clean up trash,  

 

Show the handout to the group. 

● Model how to complete it with words or with pictures. 

○ Make a WISH for your community. 

○ Make a PROMISE to do something small but powerful to help make change. 

○ Add a face and decorations. 

Remind everyone that a WISH can be BIG, but a PROMISE should be something SMALL that they 

really have the power to do. 

 

Sharing: 

Ask for volunteers to share their Wish and a Promise papers with the group. 

 

 



A Wish and a Promise for my Community 
 

 

I wish….              I promise...  

 

                                            
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Celebrate!! 

 

Goal:  Students will celebrate achieving their goal...and their Power of Change! 

 

Materials:  

 

Introduction: 

How does it feel to have accomplished a change in the community?  

 

Discuss the Power of Change and how easy it is to take small steps and find more Something Beautiful 

in our community.  

 

Lesson: 

No lesson...just celebrate!  Team building games? Bingo? Snacks? Soccer?  Whatever works for your 

group! 

 

 

Sharing: 

Call the group together one last time to remind them of the impact they had on their community. 

Remind them to not ignore What’s Not Working, but to make a plan and tackle the problem. Change in 

a community comes in small steps! They all have the power of change! 

 


